
Masonic fraternity and the 
community on Sunday Feb. 
22, nine brothers and sisters 
from R.T. Schafer boarded 
a bus arranged for by R�U�U�U�U��������
W �U�U�U�USteve Travis. There 
were a total of forty three 
brothers and sisters from 
the 14th district that visited 
the Masonic Home and 
Shriners Children’s Hospi-
tal in St Petersburg.  Since 
the three principal officers 
from R.T. Schafer being 
present we received a     
certificate of recognition 
for being in attendance at 
the Masonic Home. The 
certificate was presented to 
R.T. Schafer by M �U�U�U�UW �U�U�U�U 
Joe Fleites Grand Master 
of The Grand Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons 
of Florida.  During our visit 
R.T. Schafer made a contri-
bution of two large bags of 
personal hygiene items for 
Corky’s Cupboard at the 
Masonic Home. We then 
donated to the Shriners 
Children’s Hospital a    
hundred dollars worth of 
toys and story books. 
Thank you sister Harriette 
Peebles for purchasing the 
toys and books for us. Wed. 
March 4th we assisted 
WUFT with their pledge 
drive by answering the 
phones but this also gave us 
a high  visual contact with 
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I  am indeed honored and 
would like to thank my 
brothers of R.T. Schafer 
Lodge No. 350 F & A M 

for having faith in my abilities 
to lead our lodge this year by 
electing me Worshipful    
Master. We have a talented 
and dedicated slate of officers 
and they expect to be very 
busy this year. One of my 
many goals is to revive our 
family night meetings by   
presenting a variety of       
programs that would be of  
interest to the community and 
our lodge. This year we have 
had family programs that    
included: 1) GRU presenta-
tion on how to reduce our  
utility bill, 2) Chief Will May  
from the Alachua County Fire 
Department explained how to 
prepare for emergencies, 3) A 
martial arts demonstration of 
full contact karate and ju-jitsu. 
We must increase our     
membership and try to re-
cover from the large number 
of brothers we have lost this 
last year. On Saturday Feb. 21 
we held a very successful and 
well presented one day class. 
A total of ten candidates were 
raised: four from our lodge, 
and six courtesy candidates.  
To gain a greater recognition 
for R.T. Schafer from our  

Meets the 1st  and 3rd Thursday, Dinner at 6:30PM - Meeting at 7:30PM 

the  com-
munity. R.
T. Schafer 
had been 
represented 
by six or 
more of 
our broth-
ers at every Masters and 
Wardens meeting this year. 
We have not won the gavel 
yet but we will. The year 
has just begun and we are 
already very busy and are 
looking forward to having a 
great year. This year is the 
year of , ”YES WE CAN”, 
and when this year is over 
the brothers of R.T. Schafer 
will be able to look back 
with pride at this year and 
say “YES WE DID”.  We 
have a long way to go and a 
short time to get there if we 
expect to be successful this 
year in reaching our goals. 
The officers can’t do this 
alone.  This will require a 
commitment from each and 
every brother. If you have 
been absent from lodge 
come on back and lend a 
helping hand. We are     
always very happy to have 
you with us again. I hope to 
see all my brothers in lodge 
real soon. 
     Fraternally, 
 
Dennis Haskins 
Worshipful Master 

 Trestleboard dedicated to the memory of Hon. W�U�U�U�UVernon F. Snellgrove 

 
Dennis Haskins 

Worshipful Master 
352-377-7351  home 

352-284-3488 cell 
 

W�U�U�U�U Wayne Y. Thigpen 
Senior Warden– 352-514-4846 

 
Larry Hartfield 

Junior Warden—352-870-9575 
 

W�U�U�U�U Ronald Peebles 
Treasurer– 352-373-2919 

 
W�U�U�U�U Ernest Bridges 

Secretary—386-462-9272 
 

W�U�U�U�U Daniel L. Williams 
Chaplain—352-275-7784 

 
W�U�U�U�U Stewart Collins 

Marshal 
 

Adam Golden 
Senior Deacon 

 
George A. Reinhart, III 

Junior Deacon 
 

Mark S. Szymanski 
Senior Steward 

 
Ed Brotherson 
Junior Steward 

 
John Palmour 

Tyler 
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“A man cannot be comfortable without his own approval.” 
     - -  Bro.  Mark Twain 

          Polar Star Lodge No. 79, A.F.& A.M., St. Louis, MO  



 

 

Well it is spring time already, the year is moving by quickly. 
Let me take this opportunity to thank the Brothers for the 
honor of serving as the Junior Warden of our wonderful 
Lodge. 
  
The Stew-with-the-Crew calendar is quite full but still in need 
of some volunteers for the fall season. Let me know if you’d 
like to help and I’ll get you on the list.  
 
Also, any suggestions about presentations on Masonic       
education would be welcomed. If any Brother has something 
they’ve read or written and would like to present it please feel 
free to do so. It would be greatly appreciated. 
 
I look forward to this year serving under Worshipful Master 
Haskins and serving my Brothers of R.T. Schafer Lodge 

Fraternally, 
Larry Hartfield 
Junior Warden 

April 2nd — Stew with the Crew—Meeting 
April 16th — Family Night Dinner — Meeting 
April 23rd — Masters & Wardens at Archer Lodge 
May 7th — Stew with the Crew—Meeting 
May 21st — Family Night Dinner — Meeting 
May 24th-27th — Grand Lodge in Orlando 
May 28th — Masters & Wardens at Brown Lodge 
June 4th — Stew with the Crew—Meeting 
June 18th—Family Night Dinner — Meeting 

(Dinner 6:30PM, Meetings 7:30PM) 
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Brethren, Thank you for electing me as your Senior  War-
den for 2009.  We look forward to a busy and  productive 
year ahead. Our Worshipful Master has already got us 
busy.  We just completed a full day of Masonry with our 
first ever “Short of time” class. (see article below) We 
enjoyed a great trip to Our Masonic Home and the 
Shriner’s Cripple Children’s Hospital in Tampa.  We are 
having interesting speakers and programs at our family 
night dinners. We have even been back on TV helping 
WUFT-TV on March 4th for their fundraiser. It has been 
a busy first quarter with a lot more to come.   
 
We have certainly missed Bro. Ed Clifford , who was our 
Junior Warden last year.  Due to his job he was relocated 
to Ohio where he hit the ground running actively taking 
part in Ohio Masonry and participating on degree teams.  
I am privileged and honored to fill his void in our line of 
officers.  You will see Bro. Ed in and around Lodge as he 
has returned to us on a temporary work assignment back 
to Gainesville.  He missed his brothers so much he just 
couldn’t stay away for long.   
 
I certainly look forward to the rest of the year and hope to 
see each of you in Lodge.  Now is the time to recommit 
your dedication to Masonry. 
             —Wayne Thigpen, Senior Warden  

Brothers making Brothers 
On Feb. 22, we raised ten men to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason in R.T. Schafer’s first ever, “Short of 
Time” class.  We had four brothers from our Lodge, two 
from Gainesville 41, one from Micanopy 29 and three 
from Branford 130.  It was a very well done day with the 
three degrees of Freemasonry being conferred.               
W�U�U�U�UHarvey L. Ward was the coordinator for the 
degrees.    R�U�U�U�UW�U�U�U�U Steve Travis, DDGM conferred the 
Entered Apprentice Degree.  W�U�U�U�U Bill Jackson conferred 
the second part of the ceremony.  Bro. George Reinhard 
gave the lecture, for the first time and done an 
outstanding job.  W�U�U�U�U Wayne Thigpen conferred the 
Fellowcraft and first part of the Master Mason degree.   
W�U�U�U�U Harvey Ward was King Solomon in the second 
section.  W�U�U�U�U Bill Jackson was the number 12 
Fellowcraft. W�U�U�U�U Dell Sanders gave the Master’s 
lecture.  Brothers from the other lodges came to offer 
their support to their Brothers and for the degrees.  We 
had several new Brothers assisting with the work.  We 
had a wonderful meal and a great day of fellowship and 
brotherly love.                        —Wayne Thigpen 
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We Welcome Our Newest Brothers! 
 

BRIAN THOMAS SMITH,  
STEVEN THOMAS KNOWLES,  

CHARLES FARRELL HOLLOWAY III ,  
& MARC WAYNE BROTHERSON  



From Our Grand Chapter  
M �U�U�U�U��������E�U�U�U�U�������� Jim Rudman 
our Grand High Priest has 

chosen the Masonic Medical 
Research Laboratory.  A 

very worthwhile charity that 
is dedicated to medical        
research in the field of    

cardiology.  DDGHP Lyn 
Williams has Grand Chap-
ter pins for sell to help the 
MMRL.  You can learn 

more by visiting their web-
site at www.mmrl.edu.  This 
is also the flagship charity 

of the Grand Lodge of  Flor-
ida.  Please donate today! 
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FROM GAINESVILLE CHAPTER NO. 2: 
Gainesville Chapter No. 2 of Royal Arch Masons held an Antient Craft Table Chapter Convocation at 
the Gainesville Shrine Club on Tuesday, March 17, 2009.  Because this meeting date fell on St.       
Patrick’s Day, I tried to make it Irish in theme by featuring an Irish themed menu (Oven grilled Corned 
beef and vegetables) and a silent auction for several items related to Ireland and Irish culture. The     
Antient Table Chapter is a long-established tradition, a way of culminating the York Rite Festival. 

Gainesville York Rite Bodies had one of the largest classes of newly exalted companions we’ve had in some time, 
with a total of seven (7) companions being exalted during the most recent festival.  
 
The guest speaker for the night was R�U W �U Brother and R. Ex. Comp. Jorge Aladro, KYCH. R. Ex. Comp.    
Aladro has attended several Table Chapters in the past, and freely acknowledged that he looks forward to each one, 
having already noted the next one (August 18th) in his planner. R. Ex. Companion Aladro is also a candidate for the 
Grand South in the Grand Lodge F. and A.M. of  Florida, and had some inspirational remarks to make about the 
proper    focus of the blue lodges. He stated that Table Chapters really were an illustration of what fellowship in the 
Masonic Lodge is supposed to be. Good fellowship and Good Food to go along with the traditions and ritual. He    
believes that many times the ritual becomes an end unto itself, without the Brothers really putting the traditions into 
practice in their everyday life. That is a topic that is a “hot button” issue to this High Priest, so I especially              
appreciated his remarks.  
 
Thank you to all who came, and who helped make the recent Table Chapter 
happen. If you didn’t come this time, please plan to be more active in York 
Rite Masonry, and attend our next Table Chapter, which is now scheduled to 
be held on Tuesday night, August 18th.  

Zealously, 
 Dan Williams — Excellent High Priest           
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Calendar of Events 
 
April 5-8 Grand York Rite Comm. 
     Lake Mary—Marriott (Orlando) 
April 21—Council/Chapter Meeting 
May 5—Commandery Meeting 
May 19—Chapter/Council Meeting 
June 2—Commandery Meeting 

June 16—Council/Chapter Mt. 
Dinners at 6:30PM,  
Meetings at 7:30PM 
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York Rite Contact Information:  
 

Daniel L. Williams,  EHP, EC. & Gr. Prelate 352-275-7784 
Charles Jones,  IM,  386-454-8585 

Harvey L. Ward, Sr., PGHP & Treasurer 352-378-3936 
Kevin Hanson, Secretary/Recorder 352-213-3051 

Lyn Williams , DDGHP 386-867-3051 

ME Harvey Ward —PGHP; RE Darryl D’Angina —Gr.King,       RE / RW Jorge Aladro 
RE Lyn Williams —DDGHP & ME Jim Rudman, GHP                          Guest speaker 
         All received at our Antient Table Chapter 
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Please support your Masonic Brothers that advertise and support our Lodge and our Trestleboard �
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