
Food Basket Program. We 
have established a great new 
web site loaded with          
information about us and   
affiliated organizations, as 
well as Freemasonry in    
general.   
We were honored to have the 
Grand Lodge appoint three of 
our own; R�U�U�U�UW �U�U�U�URon 
Peebles to be District Deputy 
Grand Master for the 14th 
District, R�U�U�U�UW�U�U�U�U Harold 
Johnson as W�U�U�U�UGrand        
Historian of the Grand Lodge 
of Florida and R�U�U�U�UW�U�U�U�U Lyn 
Williams on the Jurispru-
dence Committee. We also 
received recognition and a 
certificate from the Masonic 
Home for having the three 
primary   officers (WM, SW, 
JW)   present during our visit 
to the Masonic Home. In Au-
gust we won the traveling 
gavel at the Masters and 
Wardens meeting.  
In the Lodge we finished the 
installation of the Multimedia 
system. With the increase in 
operating expenses it became 
necessary to increase our an-
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My theme in 2009 was        
“YES WE CAN” .  One of 
my goals was to revive our 
family night by presenting a 
wide variety of programs of 
interest to the community, to 
our lodge and families. On 
February 21st we held a very      
successful one day class. We 
raised ten candidates, four 
from our lodge. To be of   
public service and gain a  
visible presence in the com-
munity we visited the       
Masonic Home and the   
Children Shiner’s Hospital. 
We made donations of toys 
and story books at the 
Shiner’s hospital and two 
large bags of hygiene items to 
Corky’s Cupboard at the Ma-
sonic home. We answered 
phones for a public television 
(WUFT) fund drive, went to 
jail for MDA raising 
$1,600.00, Child ID regis-
tered over 300 children at 
Gainesville Arts Fair, and 
made a donation to Alachua 

nual dues from $65.00 to 
$100.00. In an effort to 
reduce our utility cost we 
upgraded the environment 
control systems. Through 
donations we were able to 
build a portable food 
preparation system; large 
enough to be able to cook 
and smoke food for event 
fund raisers. This year 
saw the start of other fund 
raisers that I hope will 
continue such as the 
pocket calendar and lodge 
logo apparel.  It has been 
a busy year.  Looking 
back over this year I think 
we can say with pride 
“YES WE DID”.   I am 
looking forward to work-
ing with W�U�U�U�U Wayne 
Thigpen the incoming 
Worshipful Master for 
2010 and offer him my 
full support.  
     
 Fraternally, 

 Dennis 
Haskins 

 Worshipful   
Master 

2009 Officers 
Dennis Haskins 

Worshipful Master 
352-377-7351  home 

352-284-3488 cell 
 

W�U�U�U�U Wayne Y. Thigpen 
Senior Warden– 352-514-4846 

 
Larry Hartfield 

Junior Warden—352-870-9575 
 

R�U�U�U�U W�U�U�U�U Ronald Peebles 
Treasurer– 352-373-2919 

 
W�U�U�U�U Ernest Bridges 

Secretary—386-462-9272 
 

W�U�U�U�U Daniel L. Williams 
Chaplain—352-275-7784 

 
W�U�U�U�U Stewart Collins 

Marshal 
 

Adam Golden 
Senior Deacon 

 
George A. Reinhart, III 

Junior Deacon 
 

Mark S. Szymanski 
Senior Steward 

 
Ed Brotherson 
Junior Steward 

 
John Palmour 

Tyler 
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 Trestleboard dedicated to the memory of Hon. W�U�U�U�UVernon F. Snellgrove 

Meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday, Dinner at 6:30PM - Meeting at 7:30PM 
VISIT US ON-LINE:  WEB SITE: WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG 

R.T. Schafer donated money to the Alachua County  
Winter Food Basket Drive. In the picture is shown from 
left to right W�U�U�U�U Dennis Haskins presenting the check to 
Director of the Food Basket Program Ms. Kelly 
Kostamo, R�U�U�U�UW�U�U�U�U Ron Peebles DDGM, R�U�U�U�UW�U�U�U�U  
Harold Johnson W�U�U�U�U Grand Historian, and R�U�U�U�UW�U�U�U�U Ed 
Jones.. Photo by Bro. Robert “Bob” Bowen 
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The Senior Warden’s Jewel is the Level...
symbolizing that all Masons meet on the 
level, without regard to social, political or 
religious beliefs or status. The Senior 
Warden is in charge of the Lodge when it 
is at labor. His ancient duties were to pay 
the Craft (the members of the guild) their 
wages and to handle disputes among the 
workers. It is his duty to support the  

Master and to prepare himself for that office during the 
following year.  The Senior Warden is also in charge of 
the Finance Committee.  His column symbolizes Strength.  
The Worshipful Master’s Jewel is the Square, which is a 
stonemason's tool to ascertain true and correct angles of 
the cut and smoothed stone...thus his Jewel symbolizes 
virtue.  His duty, set the Craft to work with proper instruc-
tion for their labor. The Master’s column is Wisdom. 
We move from the West to Travel East in search of more 
Light.  We will provide more Light in Masonry.  Our year 
will be busy, instructive and entertaining.  Membership is 
on the top of our priority, continuing to be watchful over 
the budget and installing wisdom to our younger officers.  
I am excited for this upcoming year.  I urge all Brothers to 
come and join us for fun, fellowship and brotherly love. 
               
          —Wayne Thigpen, Worshipful Master-Elect  

�

VISIT US ONLINE AT:  WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG  

JUNIOR WARDEN-ELECT : Hiram Abif's tracing board is believed to have been made of wood and covered with a 
coating of wax. Each day he would draw his instructions into the wax so his Master Masons knew what was to be         
accomplished. At the end of the day, he would simply scrape off the wax and pour a new layer of hot wax onto the board 
to ready it for the next day's work. Boards and wax, sticks and dirt, chalk and wood, ink and paper, the internet; The     
delivery may change over time, but the purpose of the Trestleboard remains the same: To instruct, inform, and educate. 
As Junior Warden of R.T. Schafer, my goal for 2010 is to inform the Brethren through Masonic Education. It is said that 
true light is only achieved through study and understanding of that which you seek. With a focus on the history and origin 
of Masonic rituals, terminology, and symbolism, it is my hope that we all advance one step closer to the light that is the 
Foundation of Freemasonry. I look forward to serving R.T. Schafer in 2010.  
                                                                  Fraternally, 
                                                   Adam Golden, Jr. Warden-Elect 

55 YEAR MEMBER :  R\\\ \ W\\\ \  William T. “Bill” Christian was 
Raised 12/15/1954 in Miami Temple Lodge 247.  He served as the    
Worshipful Master of E.R. Rowe Lodge No. 374 in 1990.  Served the 
14th District as DDGM in 1995 and has served on numerous Grand 
Lodge committees.  R\\\ \ W\\\ \  Christian received his 55 year membership 
at R.T. Schafer Lodge on 01/07/2010. 

It has been a great year serving W\\\ \  Dennis, he has            
represented and served the Lodge and his Brethren wonder-
fully. I wish everyone a healthy and happy 2010. This is going 
to be an interesting and successful year for us. I am very 
happy and appreciative to be under the watchful eye of such 
an experienced Worshipful Master. I really look forward to 
serving under W\\\ \  Wayne as his Senior Warden working  
together and building the bonds of friendship and brotherly 
love with    everyone. His experience and background will 
keep us on track to have a great year together with the mature 
and seasoned experience of W\\\ \ Bud as Secretary and 
R\\\ \ W\\\ \  Ron as Treasurer. This Team of Officers will work 
great together providing a strong complement to the East. We 
will have some interesting Masonic education provided by our 
new Jr. Warden using the Multimedia equipment, some great 
floor work demonstrated by our new Sr. Deacon and veteran 
experience at the Jr. Deacon's station. I give a call to everyone 
to come to Lodge as much as they truly can and spread the 
Masonic word to encourage a surge in petitions for new  
members. We have the most incredible cooker thanks primar-
ily to Worshipful Harvey, lets take advantage of it for some 
fund raisers and bring some well needed funds into the Lodge.  
Thank you in advance, my Brothers, for all you do and will do 
for our Beloved R.T.Schafer.  

Fraternally, 
                                Larry Hartfield,   Senior Warden-Elect 

HONOR NIGHT for R\\\ \ W \\\ \  Harold Johnson, 
Grand Historian of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Florida to be held at R.T. Schafer 
Lodge on March 18, 2010.  Dinner at 6:30PM.  
Join the Grand Master, M \\\ \ W\\\ \  Dale Goehrig 
and other Grand Lodge officers as we honor 
R\\\ \ W\\\ \  Harold for his dedication and devotion 
to Masonry.  All invited. 
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FROM GAINESVILLE CHAPTER NO. 2, COUNCIL NO. 27 & PI LGRIM COMMANDERY NO. 7: 
Sir Knight Charles Jones was installed as the Eminent Commander of Pilgrim No.7, Knights Templar of 
Florida, Tuesday, January 5 in R. T. Schafer Lodge.  His installing officer was R\\\ \ W\\\ \ Jorge Aladro,   
Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Florida.  M \\\ \ W\\\ \ Richard Lynn , Past Grand Master and the 
current Grand Secretary was in attendance as well, showing his support.   
 
We were so happy to be part of Brother Charles receiving his 60 year pin in Freemasonry.  It was a touch-
ing moment for him, and us.  His wife, Annette and son Tom were present for the ceremony.  Brother 
Charles also just Initiated his son in High Springs Lodge where Charles is a member.  Sir Knight Charles 
has an eventful year planned for the Commandery and urges everyone to come join the fun. 
 
Gainesville Chapter No. 2, Royal Arch Masons of Florida will install Companion Charles Jones as High Priest, Tuesday,     
January 19 at 7:30.  Gainesville Council No. 27, Royal and Select Masons of Florida will install Companion David Elder that 
same night.  The installation is open to everyone.  Brother David hails from Cross City and is working hard in his Blue Lodge, 
Demolay and other Masonic Fraternities.  We expect a lot from both Charles and David this year.  Come and join the             
excitement. 
 
The Gainesville York Rite will begin its Winter Festival on Feb. 2nd with the Mark Master and Past Master Degrees.  Feb. 13th 
will confer the Most Excellent and Royal Arch Degrees.  The Mark Master teaches you how to receive your wages, lessons of 
regularity, discipline and integrity.  It is centered around the Fellowcraft working in the quarry and their role in building the  
Temple.  The Past Master teaches moderation and decorum and harmony.  The Most Excellent Degree instructs you on reverence 
and is centered on the dedication of the Temple.  The Royal Arch discovers the Long Lost Masters Word and is worked around 
the rebuilding of the Temple.   Feb. 16th will begin the Council Degrees with the Royal Master and Select Master Degrees.  The 
Royal Master emphasizes the lessons of patience and fortitude.  The Degree is centered around the Fellowcraft who were        
artificers fabrication the fittings and furniture of the Temple.  The Select Master emphasizes devotion and zeal.  The degree    
centers on the construction and furnishing of a Secret Vault beneath the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple, and the deposition to 
those secrets pertaining to the Craft by the three ancient Grand Masters.  March 2nd, the Commandery will confer the illustrious 
Order of the Red Cross.  You learn the importance of truth.  Then March 6th, the Order of Malta and Order of the Temple will be 
conferred.  The Order of Malta teaches the lesson of faith.  It is the pass degree of the 
Mediterranean Pass or Knight of St. Paul.  The Order of the Temple emphasizes the 
lessons of self-sacrifice and reverence.  It is meant to rekindle the spirit.  The Degrees 
are beautiful and teaches a great deal of Freemasonry and fills in so much not learned 
in the Blue Lodge.  Get a petition and join. 
 
The Grand Convention for the York Rites will be in Lake Mary, FL, at the Marriott 
Hotel.  The Grand Chapter will be on Thursday, April 15.  Companion Wayne 
Thigpen will be installed as the Grand Master of the First Veil.  The Grand Council 
will be April 16th and the Grand Commandery will be April 17. 

JOIN US ON THE 1st and 3rd TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH . 
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2010 York Rite Contact Information: 
 

Charles Jones,  EHP & EC. 386-454-8585 
David Elder,  IM,   

Bill Jackson, Treasurer 352-376-2030 
Harvey L. Ward, Sr., Secretary/Recorder 352-213-3051 

Lyn Williams , DDGC 386-867-3051 
Wayne Thigpen, DDGIM 352-514-4846 
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VISIT US ONLINE AT:  WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG  

Sir Knight  
Lyn Williams as our 

District Deputy 
Grand Commander 
R\\\ \ E\\\ \ Wayne Y. 

Thigpen serving 
as District Deputy 
Grand Illustrious 

Master 



VISIT US ONLINE AT:  WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG  
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Please support your Masonic Brothers that advertise and support our Lodge and our Trestleboard �
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Jan. 21—  Installation of 2010 Officers 
Feb. 4 —- Stew w/Crew & Red Skelton program 
Feb. 18 — Valentines Night—program on Joppa 
Mar. 4 — Stew w/Crew & Michael Richards program 
 Mar. 13 — Work Day Lodge 8:30 AM-11:30 AM 
                   Hamburgers/hotdogs—lunch 
Mar. 18 — HONOR NIGHT—RW Harold Johnson 
                  Grand Lodge Officers present 
April 1 — Stew w/Crew & program on Mel Blanc and     
                  Joe Brown 
DATE TBA: Social Dinner — Napolatanos Restaurant  
                   606 N.W. 75th Street, Gainesville 
 
Lodge Meeting Night Dinner 6:30PM, Meeting 7:30PM 
 
Incoming 2010 Officers: Wayne Thigpen—WM;  Larry 
Hartfield—SW; Adam Golden—JW; Bud Bridges—Sec.; 
Ron Peebles—Treas.; Lyn Williams—Chap.; Dan       
Williams—Musician; Dennis Haskins—Marshal; George 
Reinheart—SD; Stewart Collins—JD; Ed Brotherson—
SS; Charles Holloway—JS; Don Rothwell—Tyler  

 


