
such as email addresses 
is also included. R.T. 
Schafer through mostly 
donations has con-
structed an event grill/
smoker built on a trailer 
frame. At a “Work Day” 
to prepare the lodge for 
the Grand Masters visit 
the unit was christened. 
Eleven brothers enjoyed 
hamburgers, hot dogs 
and chicken prepared on 
the grill. The grill/
smoker preformed very 
well. We can now begin 
to plan fund raisers and 
put our new grill/smoker 
to work.  
At long last the multi 
me d ia  sys te m i s        
complete with the instal-
lation of the 100 ft video 
cable. We are capable of 
making presentations 
from a PC, DVD, or CD. 
Microphones are in-
stalled at the Secretary 
and Treasurer’s desk and 
at the stations of Wor-
shipful Master, Senior 
and Junior Wardens and 
alter. This will ensure 
that all the brothers can 
be heard.  
The Worship Master, 
Senior and Junior     
Wardens went to jail on 

2505 N.E. 9th Street   P.O. Box 794   Gainesville, FL. 32602     (352) 372-9200 ������� �	� 
����� �� 
������������������������

���������	�
�
�
�
����	������
�����
��������� �

����������	���
The year is passing by very 
quickly and a lot has      
happened. The vote on the 
two bylaws changes were 
as follows. The yearly dues 
increase passed unani-
mously and the dues will be 
going from $65.00 to 
$100.00 per year starting in 
2010. The increase of     
degree fees was over-
whelmingly defeated, so 
they will remain the same. 
To promote fund raising we 
have made arrangement to 
make available lodge logo 
apparel (shirts-$25, hats- 
$15, windbreakers and 
sweatshirt - $30) pictures 
and information will soon 
be on our web site at www.
rtschafer350.org. For    
questions or to place an or-
der please contact me or the 
lodge secretary.  A 2010 
pocket planner/calendar 
will be coming out soon for 
the lodges of the 14th      
district with meeting nights 
and times, city location, 
and phone numbers. Mas-
ters and Wardens meeting 
nights are also included. A 
list of the Grand Lodge  
Officers with information 

Meets the 1st  and 3rd Thursday, Dinner at 6:30PM - Meeting at 7:30PM 

Sept. 10th and raised over 
$1600 for the local 
MDA. This gave R.T. 
Schafer good exposure in 
the community and sup-
port for a local charity. 
On September 17th we 
celebrated “Widows 
Night”  where we       
honored the widows of 
brothers who have 
passed on. We had ten 
widows in attendance 
and were entertained 
with a wonderful magic 
show presented by W:. 
H i l l a r y  C o w a r t ,      
Worshipful Master of 
Archer Lodge No.197. 
If you have an email   
address please send it to 
us. Visit us at our web-
site. Send us a note by 
way of our email to any 
one of the officers and 
we will add you to our 
email list. 
The other 
option is to 
deliver it 
to us in 
p e r s o n . 
We would 
love to see 
you and enjoy good fel-
lowship with you. 

www.rtschafer350.org  
        Fraternally, 
      Dennis Haskins 

 Trestleboard dedicated to the memory of Hon. W�U�U�U�UVernon F. Snellgrove 

 
Dennis Haskins 

Worshipful Master 
352-377-7351  home 

352-284-3488 cell 
 

W�U�U�U�U Wayne Y. Thigpen 
Senior Warden– 352-514-4846 

 
Larry Hartfield 

Junior Warden—352-870-9575 
 

R�U�U�U�U W�U�U�U�U Ronald Peebles 
Treasurer– 352-373-2919 

 
W�U�U�U�U Ernest Bridges 

Secretary—386-462-9272 
 

W�U�U�U�U Daniel L. Williams 
Chaplain—352-275-7784 

 
W�U�U�U�U Stewart Collins 

Marshal 
 

Adam Golden 
Senior Deacon 

 
George A. Reinhart, III 

Junior Deacon 
 

Mark S. Szymanski 
Senior Steward 

 
Ed Brotherson 
Junior Steward 

 
John Palmour 

Tyler 
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“Empty pockets never held anyone back.   
Only empty heads and empty hearts can do that.” 

—Norman Vincent Peale, American minister & Freemason 



 

 

Well My Brothers, the summer is behind us now and the fall 
is here (and Yes football season). So this Masonic year is 
quickly coming to a close and another year getting ready to 
start. I very much look forward to serving Worshipful 
Thigpen (should he be elected). His knowledge and proactive 
attitude will make next year terrific. It has been great serving 
with W\\\ \  Haskins. He has put forth sincere effort and has 
done a great job. We had a very productive workday last 
month, getting lots done and even breaking in the new 
smoker. W\\\ \ Harvey has created a masterpiece. As this years 
Junior Warden, I have had a wonderful time serving my 
Brothers. Even spending time in jail was a experience I re-
member with fond memories. Everyone has been helpful and 
courteous doing their part. I still am in need of a Brother who 
will do "Stew with the Crew" for November. Any takers? 
Anyway my Brothers, I look forward to the great things com-
ing in 2010.                             Fraternally, 
                                  Larry Hartfield        Junior Warden 

Oct. 1st — Stew with Crew — Meeting 
Oct. 3rd — Grand Master’s Visit—District 14 
Oct. 15th — Past Masters Night—Meeting 
Oct 22nd — Masters & Wardens — Wm. T Carlton Lodge 
Nov. 5th — Stew with Crew — Meeting 
Nov. 12th — Masters & Wardens — Gainesville Lodge 
Nov. 14th-15th — 14th Masonic Dist. 2nd Annual 
    Child ID Program — Gainesville Fall Arts Festival 
Nov. 19th — Advance Night—Meeting 
Dec. 3rd — Stew with Crew — Meeting 

(Dinner 6:30PM, Meetings 7:30PM) 
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I had a meeting of potential officers for 2010, thinking I 
might be elected as Worshipful Master again next year.  
We had a wonderful meeting going over the plans for 
next year.  Membership is our number one agenda for 
next year.  Not only in new members, renewing NPD’s 
but getting inactive members active in their own way.  
We will have a busy agenda next year.  Since we have so 
many young masons in the progressive line, I will be 
working hard to help them get ready for their year in the 
East.  I have already prepared an officers’ workbook for 
them explaining their duties.  I am asking the Wardens 
and Deacons to prepare a research paper to present to the 
lodge.  I also asked each officer to present to the craft in 
lodge their duties and responsibilities. We will have    
several speakers or presentations during the year hoping 
to make the meetings more enjoyable.   
This year, we made big strides with our budget and hope 
to make even further strides next year.  We had a big 
work day at the lodge and concluding with using our new 
cooker, eating burgers and smoked chicken.   I plan to 
make more use of the trestleboard next year.  R\ W\  
Lyn Williams has done a great job on the trestleboard 
and looks forward to continuing.  Hope to see you at our 
meetings on the first and third Thursday’s. 
. 
             —Wayne Thigpen, Senior Warden  
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VISIT US ONLINE AT:  WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG  

Our Worshipful Master  
WM Dennis Haskins, busy as usual working for our 
Lodge.  Not only did he complete a great work day 
but in this picture he is hard at work painting our new 
cooker.  Many thanks 
to W\\\ \  Harvey 
Ward , W\\\ \  Dell 
Sanders for their    
donations of equip-
ment, and to all the 
brothers that donated 
money and time to get 
our cooker up and   
going.  It was recently 
used at our last work 
day with great results.  
Thank you brothers. 

Worshipful Master, Dennis Haskins; Senior Warden, 
Wayne Thigpen and Junior Warden Larry Hartfield 
locked up for Muscular Dystrophy. The Brothers were 
locked up Sept. 10 at the Hilton Hotel in Gainesville to 
collect money for MDA on behalf of R. T. Schafer Lodge, 
No. 350 F&AM.  Not only was it a good day to work for 
MDA but to meet so many wonderful people.  The staff 
was great and those giving their time from families and 
work to help those less fortunate put smiles on everyone’s 
face.  If you have not done so, give and give generously.  
They raised over $1,600.00 for MDA thus far.  Looking at 
the picture to the left, I would say that W:. Wayne 
Thigpen was Guilty, Most Guilty! 
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GREAT JOB:  In September, our companion & S/K Kevin Hanson started a 
new job at University of Florida.  Kevin interviewed and worked hard for this 
position and it comes will a lot of extra responsibilities and duties.  With much 
regret Kevin will not seek re-election as our Secretary/Recorder.  M\\\ \ E      
Harvey Ward will be filling in pro-tem until elections. Kevin has performed a 
great job on our records and will be missed.  Congrats on the new job! 

FROM GAINESVILLE CHAPTER NO. 2 and PILGRIM COMMANDE RY NO. 7: 
On Tuesday,  Sept. 1, 2009, Gainesville hosted a joint Distrist meeting between the Grand Royal Arch Masons of 
Florida and the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Florida.  R\\\ \ E\\\ \  Lyn Williams , our current District Dep-
uty Grand Commander of Knights Templar acted as opening host for the meeting.  Prior to the District Meeting, all 
members and visitors were invited into the Convocation.  We had a great crowd of over 55 companions/Sir Knights, 
their ladies and DeMolay.  Our Most Excellent Darryl D'Angina , Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of Flor-
ida was introduced for a presentation.  M\\\ \ E\\\ \  Darryl read a certificate from the General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons International.  It read as follows:  “The “General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons International 
Sweetheart Award is presented to Lady Doris Thigpen for the outstanding service and dedication she has rendered 
over a sustained period to Royal Arch Masonry in general but more particularly to the Grand Chapter Royal Arch 
Masons of Florida and to the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International.  Presented this 1st day of Sep-
tember A.D. 2009 A.Inv. 2539.  Signed by Emery F. Ferguson, General Grand High Priest and Larry E. Gray , 
General Grand Secretary.”  This was a  complete surprise to Mrs. Doris Thigpen and R\\\ \ E\\\ \  Wayne Thigpen.  Mrs. 
Thigpen has been seen all over town wearing her beautiful jewel.  It is very important to note that this is the very first 
presentation in the State of Florida for this award.  R\\\ \ E\\\ \  Wayne and Mrs. Thigpen both credit her late husband, 
Companion & Brother Joe E. Thigpen for their dedication to Masonry and York Rite.  RE Wayne stated, “I have 
been blessed as a son, Brother and Companion.  Much of my success is due to my mother,  Remember well the lesson 
we learn in the Ill. Order of the Red Cross, the influence of woman is greater than the strength of wine or the power 
of the King, but Truth 
beareth way to Victory.  My 
mother has been a great in-
fluence in my life.”  At 97 
years young, we wish all the 
best for Mrs. Thigpen, she 
has worked hard for our 
York Rite and for R.T. 
Schafer Lodge, creating 
many of the costumes and 
implements we use today.    

�������� � � � � � � � 
 � �  �� 
 � !" � � � 	 � 
 � � ! � � � �

#	$ ��!$������	(������
�)�*��
�
�
���������#	$ ��!$� ������ �$����
�)+��������������,$���$������	 
��-��� 
�+�
,����.��$���'�/�0+)*�#	$ ��!$���*�����$
	��)1�)�

York Rite Contact Information:  
 

Daniel L. Williams,  EHP, EC. & Gr. Prelate 352-275-7784 
Charles Jones,  IM,  386-454-8585 

Harvey L. Ward, Sr., PGHP & Treasurer 352-378-3936 
Kevin Hanson, Secretary/Recorder 352-213-3051 

Lyn Williams , DDGC 386-867-3051 
Wayne Thigpen, DDGIM 3520514-4846 
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Calendar of Events 
 
Oct. 6th—Commandery Meeting 
Oct. 17th—R.A.M.—@ R.T. Schafer 
            District School of Instruction 
Oct 20th—Council/Chapter Mt. 
Nov. 3rd—Commandery Meeting 
Nov. 17th—Combined York Rite 
 Thanksgiving Feast (Potluck —   
Bring covered dish) 
Dec. 1st—Commandery Meeting 
Dec. 15th Combined York Rite  
Christmas Feast (Potluck Covered 
Dish) 
 

Dinners at 6:30PM,  
Meetings at 7:30PM 

VISIT US ONLINE AT:  WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG  

Sir Knight  
Lyn Williams as our 

District Deputy 
Grand Commander 
R\\\ \ E\\\ \ Wayne Y. 

Thigpen serving 
as District Deputy 
Grand Illustrious 

Master 



VISIT US ONLINE AT:  WWW.RTSCHAFER350.ORG  

Please support your Masonic Brothers that advertise and support our Lodge and our Trestleboard �
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YOUR  
AD 

HERE 
Ever considered advertising in our Trestleboard? 
All donations goes to the printing and distribution 

of our Trestleboard and to support charity. 

DID YOU KNOW ??? 
 

The largest Master's chair is in Ophir 
Lodge #33 Murphys, CA. It is 15 feet 

long and can seat the Master,  
living Past Masters, and 

visiting dignitaries. 


